
The New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority (NYSERDA) 
recently awarded $30 million to help 
fund large-scale solar power and biogas 
projects, most of which is earmarked 
for deployment in the New York met-
ropolitan area. The program is aimed 
at large electricity consumers, such as 
department stores, discount stores, 
apartment complexes and government 
and industrial faciliti es and will enable 
customers to generate clean energy on 
site, for their own use.  

NYSERDA will award up to $30 mil-
lion each year for the next fi ve years, $25 
million of which is targeted for renew-
able energy proj-
ects in New York 
City or Westches-
ter County annu-
ally.  The NYSERDA 
incenti ve, paying 
up to 50 percent of 
the cost of a project 
up to a maximum 
of $3 million, will 
propel renewable 
energy installati ons 
that otherwise may 
not be fi nancially 
viable.

One Valhalla-
based company 
receiving funding 
is ConEdison Solu-
ti ons Inc., which plans to leverage its 
$3 million award for large solar photo-
voltaic arrays. “The NYSERDA funds are 
going to enable us to do our fi rst solar 
installati ons in Westchester County. We 
were able to approach some of our ex-
isti ng local customers and present the 
opportunity to invest in solar, which 
wouldn’t have been possible without 
the NYSERDA award,” said Michael 
Perna, vice president of marketi ng and 
business development for ConEdison 
Soluti ons. 

The company plans to target mul-
ti ple commercial real estate sites, as 
well as industrial and governmental fa-
ciliti es. Perna esti mates that ConEdison 
Soluti ons will install 500 kilowatt s to 1 
megawatt  of rooft op solar in Westches-
ter as a result of this initi ati ve. When 
displacing fossil-fuel-generated electric-
ity, a megawatt  of solar can prevent ap-
proximately a million pounds of carbon 
dioxide from entering the atmosphere 
and have the equivalent environmental 

benefi t of getti  ng 100 cars off  the road, 
according to NYSERDA.

“The customers may save money on 
their electric costs, but I think the real 
value comes from compliance with cor-
porate responsibility commitments and 
sustainability objecti ves,” explained 
Perna. “Also, predictability is an advan-
tage. Customers like to know that they 
won’t have to deal with the price fl uc-
tuati on involved with purchasing grid 
power.”

ConEdison Soluti ons, an energy ser-
vices company and subsidiary of Con-
solidated Edison, Inc., is well known 
for providing residenti al customers 

with the opti on 
to support wind 
and hydroelec-
tric power with 
their electricity 
purchasing dol-
lars. The com-
pany also makes 
energy effi  ciency 
and renewable 
energy projects 
available to cus-
tomers through 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
contracts and 
power purchase 
a g r e e m e n t s , 
which eliminate 
the need for cap-

ital outlay. 
Other fi rst-round winners of this 

competi ti ve NYSERDA solicitati on in-
cluded Alteris Renewables Inc., alt-
POWER, Bright Power, Earthkind Energy 
Inc., Marti fer Solar USA, OnForce Solar 
Inc., Ross Solar Group L.L.C., SolarCIty, 
SolarEnergy Systems L.L.C., Solartech 
Renewables, SunEdison, and SUNati on 
Solar Inc., SunRay Power and MS Har-
rison L.L.C. 

The bidders had to identi fy at least 
25 percent of their intended projects in 
order to be eligible for the award and 
proposals had to be cost eff ecti ve in or-
der to be competi ti ve. The structure of 
the program is meant to take advantage 
of the economies of scale presented by 
large installati ons.

For more informati on regarding NY-
SERDA programs and upcoming fund-
ing opportuniti es, visit www.nyserda.
ny.gov or contact your local Energy 
$mart Communiti es coordinator at Eliz-
abeth.Silleck@gmail.com.
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